882                  IMPERIALISM AND DEMOCRACY

Tariff Reform policy split the Unionist Party in 1906 and
a General Election was held, no less than twenty-nine
" Labour " members took their seats.1

CHAPTER 71
CANADA AND AUSTRALIA

1. CANADA

The grievances felt by the Irish had been made more
bitter because they declared that they were refused the right
of self-government given to other parts of the Empire. We
must turn now to see what had indeed been happening in
our colonies and lands overseas. For the developments
of the nineteenth century really altered not only our
own conception of Empire, but the standard for political
developments all over the world.

The idea of self-governing colonies traces its origin to
events in Canada (Note 147). As far back as 1791 that great
country had been divided into two provinces, Upper Canada
and Lower Canada, Each had a Governor sent out from
Britain and a Council nominated by the Crown, and each had
an elected assembly. Discontent grew, because this elected
body had no control over finance. In addition, each pro-
vince had its own grievance. The Upper or English province
resented the fact that all the chief posts were invariably
given to members of a certain few families. Th$ Lower or
French province disliked the British settlers and quarrelled
incessantly with them. Grievances were also to be found
in the great grants of land which the Government made to
British settlers, and in the territory given to the Episcopal
Rebellion Church, which was not the church of the majority. In 1837,
when Queen Victoria came to the throne, both provinces

1 The first working-men ever to enter Parliament had been elected in 1874.
They were both miners and their names were Thomas Burt (Morpeth) and Alex-
ander Macdonald (Stafford).